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CLASSES START
WED. JAN 11, 2023,
AT THE BEAST
BOUTIQUE 
Join us for NEW classes in the heart 
of Calgary, at the Beast Boutique (by Glenmore and Blackfoot Tr.) 

• PUPPY Fun & Scent Games, 6 – 6:55 pm, $245 + tax
• CANINE GOOD NEIGHBOUR Prep, 7 – 7:55 pm
• SCENT Detection Beginners, 8 – 8:55 pm

We’ll set you up for success and you’ll have fun from the very first lesson. 

Details
• Class continues for 6 weeks (Jan. 11 to Feb. 15)
• Location: 4 – 6115 4 St SE, Calgary

• Instructor: Carla Simon is a professional service dog trainer (and owner of
Hunter’s Heart Ltd.) with 20+ years of experience. She’s trained thousands of
teams worldwide since 1999. Carla uses an evidence-based approach to dog
training, but what most students notice is that it’s fun. She’ll help you to find
rewards that motivate your unique dog.
• Hybrid classes include online resources, troubleshooting by the instructor,
and discussion with a worldwide community
• Limit: 6 students max. Classes must be prepaid and are non-refundable.
• Classes sell out fast, so please register early to avoid disappointment.

Sign up now at TheBeastBoutique.ca. 

o Ph: 403-452-5232 (6 am – 6 pm, Mon. – Sat.)
Email: thebeastboutique@shaw.ca

o Class is at 4 – 6115 4 St SE Calgary, AB T2H 2H9

Online: thebeastboutique.ca (click the green “Join the Pack” button at top 
right, and start by filling in your dog’s details) 

https://thebeastboutique.ca/contact/
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Scent Detection 
Beginners 
In just 6 weeks, we’ll teach your dog 
to find a scent. You’ll have fun from 
the very first session, and no 
previous experience is required. Our 
motivational method works for dogs 
of any age or breed as long as they 
enjoy a tasty food reward or a 
favorite toy. Video: https://vimeo.com/776090846 

**************************************************************************************************** 
Your instructor is Dr. Carla Simon, who’s trained teams worldwide since 1999, 
to find everything from bed bugs to birds, from narcotics to nosework. Learn 
to apply the secrets that make scent detection fun, so searching becomes 
your dog’s favorite game.  

This is a hybrid class where students will receive access to online resources 
and discussion in addition to hands-on practice in class.  

The choice of which scent to train is up to you. Choose either: 

1. Find a handler-scented glove (which will prepare your dog to find
missing items, compete in NASDA Lost Article events, or build the
foundation for working detection dogs and service dogs), or

2. Essential oils for nosework competition, using a cocktail of Birch +
Anise + Clove + Wintergreen + Pine + Cypress. This will build a strong
foundation for CKC, CWAGS, SDDA, AKC, and UKC Scent Detection
competitions.

Dog-reactive dogs are welcome, since there is 
never any interaction between dogs. But all dogs 
must be comfortable enough with a group of 
students, which may include children. There will 
only be one dog in the training room at a time, plus 
the waiting handlers. This is consistent with 
expectations at most dog sports tests and 
deployments. All other dogs are expected to wait 
between searches in your vehicle, or if they are 
quiet, you can bring your crate into the lobby for 

them to rest between turns. Please keep dogs on leash, under control, and at 
least 6 feet apart at all times. Do not allow your dog to sniff or greet other 

https://vimeo.com/776090846
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dogs, even if they appear to be friendly. Let’s play safe so we all have more 
fun!  

Equipment 

• You can bring your dog to the start of the search on a head halter or no
pull harness, but all dogs must wear a buckle collar, martingale, or
tracking harness during searches.

• 10-foot longline – Ask us to try one of ours at the first class if you don’t
have your own yet.

• Bring lots of high-value food rewards and 3 identical high-value toys,
e.g., 3 tennis balls.

• A glove or handler-scented article, if that’s what you want to search for.
• Poop bags.
• Optional: water, bait bag, clicker.

Puppy Fun & Scent Games 
Over 6 weeks, we’ll explore various 
games to see which your puppy likes 
best, then use them to start training 
puppy obedience. This class will help 
you to socialize your puppy, and build 
a more rewarding relationship with 
your puppy. This class is suitable for 
puppies aged 8 - 16 weeks. Video: 
https://vimeo.com/290107022 

**************************************************************************************************** 

Puppy Games may include:  

• Puppy play off-leash (depending on the sizes and play styles of the
puppies. We’ll help ensure it’s safe and fun for everyone.)

• Puppy tracking – learning to follow the footsteps left behind by a
tracklayer

• Puppy scent games
• Agility flat work – it’s too soon for puppies to jump, but they can learn to

follow your directions around safe obstacles
• Improve rear-end awareness (which will help your obedience and

jumping safely).
• Learn to be more rewarding, using a variety of reward types:

o Food rewards

https://vimeo.com/290107022
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o Food chase and play
o Toy rewards – 5 Balls Game, tug, frisbee
o Naked play, e.g., hide and seek

• Cookie zen –Nipping is no fun for handlers, and it’s not something you
should avoid practicing. We’ll build a crystal clear communication
system so your dog knows when to wait, when it’s ok to take a reward,
and how to take rewards gently.

• Following on a loose leash, using motivational movement and nose
touches.

• The engagement game helps build a solid foundation for coming when
called (recalls), even in distracting environments.

• Table games – the motivational way to teach rock-solid stay. Learning
to be calm is very important for all puppies, especially high-drive active
pups. The goal is to help your pup
relax on their table, bed, platform
or matt. Once they understand
this skill, you can ask them to go
to their bed and stay there in
distracting situations e.g. you
brush them, cut their nails, cook
dinner or welcome visitors.  Don’t
worry; we’ll help your puppy to
start relaxing too!

No previous experience is required. There are no prerequisites except that all 
puppies need to have at least their first set of vaccinations.  

This is a hybrid class where students will receive access to online resources 
and discussion. You’ll get all the basics in class, but you can learn more and 
do homework if you’d like to progress more quickly.  

Equipment 

• Bring a bed, matt, or table for your dog to rest on and relax while the
instructor explains between exercises. You don’t need to buy anything
new: use what you have.

• You can bring your puppy to class on a head halter, harness, buckle
collar, or martingale. We do NOT allow pinch, choke, or shock collars.

• 4-6 foot leash.
• Lots of high-value food rewards and 3 - 5 high-value toys.
• Poop bags.
• Optional: water, bait bag, clicker.
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If you’ve just adopted a dog or they’ve just been fixed/spayed/neutered, we 
recommend waiting one week so the dog has had enough time to adjust 
before we add the stress of attending a class where everything is new.  

Canine Good Neighbor (CGN) Test Preparation 

Do you want a well-mannered dog that’s a pleasure to travel with? Are you 
interested in therapy dog training, PALS or service dog training? This course 
will improve your dog’s skills and help you eventually take the CGN test (a 
standard prerequisite for more advanced training). We’ll cover sit, down, stay, 
recall, loose leash walking, polite greetings, grooming by the evaluator, 
ignoring a friendly dog, supervised isolation, distractions, etc.  

Prerequisite: This class assumes your dog already has a preliminary 
understanding of basic obedience skills, including sit, down, recall, and 
loose-leash walking. Most students take puppy class or beginner obedience 
first, but if you’re an experienced trainer who has trained obedience at home, 
you’re certainly welcome. No matter which level you start class at, we’ll help 
you to improve and polish your skills, and have fun every class.  

Don’t worry or psych yourself out. Every team starts from a different level, but 
we’ll adjust every exercise so that all teams progress over 6 weeks. Many 
handlers are surprised at how 
their dog learns to overcome 
problems that stumped them in 
the past. You’ll build confidence 
around easy distractions first 
(like a crinkled piece of paper or 
a pylon), then progress the 
difficulty gradually so you 
become a stronger team.   

We’ll show you how to train smarter, not harder. You’ll get all the basics in 
class. But if you do 2 to 5 minutes of homework daily, you’ll progress faster 
than with weekly training. Once your dog understands a skill, we’ll show you 
how to fade food rewards, leashes, and harnesses, without sacrificing 
motivation.  

This is a hybrid class where students will receive access to online resources 
and discussion in our private Facebook Group for Students and Alumni. You’ll 
get answers to your questions and troubleshoot challenges.  



Hunter’s Heart Classes at the Beast Boutique 6 

All dogs will be in the classroom simultaneously, but they will learn to wait on 
a bed or mat without greeting the other dogs. If you’re looking for puppy 
socialization with other dogs, this is not the class for you.  

This class does not include the CGN test. When you’re ready to take the test, 
the best way to find and enter an upcoming test is to visit 
https://www.canuckdogs.com/, click Prairies (on the top navigation bar), 
Events > Canine Good 
Neighbour, as shown in the 
screenshot below.   

Equipment 

• Bring a bed, matt, or
table for your dog to
rest on and relax
between exercises.

• Please note there is no
food allowed during
CGN tests, but we’ll be using food rewards to train new skills during
class. When you’re ready, you’ll learn how to fade the food and the
leash, gradually.

• To take the CGN test, you must bring a brush or comb. Bring an easy
(usually soft) brush that your dog likes to class for training.

• Handlers are responsible for reading the CGN rules, including which
types of collars and leashes are allowed.

• For classes, bring the equipment that helps your dog to succeed e.g.
Train your dog at classes using a head halter, harness, buckle collar, or
martingale. We do NOT allow pinch, choke, or shock collars.

• 4-6 foot leash.
• Lots of high-value food rewards.
• Poop bags.
• Optional: water, bait bag, clicker.

General Rules & Policies 

• Dates: Classes start Jan. 11 and continue for six weeks.
• Registrants will receive a welcome handout covering what to expect at

your first class, class rules, etc.
• All handlers and participants must sign a waiver to participate

(including all spectators and family members).

https://www.canuckdogs.com/
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• Alumni will be invited to Hunter’s Heart’s private online Facebook
Group for Students and Alumni, where you can get answers to your
questions, troubleshoot, make requests, share brags, and discuss
training with like-minded dog owners and trainers.

• All classes are nonrefundable, and there are no makeups. Classes will
run, rain or shine, so please come dressed for the weather.

• Dog-dog interactions and greetings are never allowed at classes or
events (except when specifically directed by the instructor during
puppy classes). Never allow your dog
to chase any dog, person, or car. Dogs
must be on a leash and under control
at all times. This habit helps set dogs
up for success by routinely ignoring
distractions.

• Not all dogs are suitable for group
classes, which may have children
participating. We have zero tolerance
for aggressive behavior, which may be
immediately excused from the facility
without a refund, entirely at the
instructor’s discretion. Let’s stay safe
and have some fun!

• Female dogs in season are welcome, provided that they wear panties
while inside the facility.

• For scent detection classes, dogs will be expected to wait for their turn
in your car. This is consistent with expectations at most dog sports tests
and deployments. Students should provide appropriate shade, water,
air conditioning, and open windows for crated dogs in hot weather and
heat and bedding during cold weather.

SIGN UP NOW

Sign up now at TheBeastBoutique.ca. 

o Ph: 403-452-5232 (6 am – 6 pm, Mon. – Sat.)
Email: thebeastboutique@shaw.ca

o Class is at 4 – 6115 4 St SE Calgary, AB T2H 2H9

Online: thebeastboutique.ca (click the green “Join the Pack” button at top 
right, and start by filling in your dog’s details) 

https://thebeastboutique.ca/contact/
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